i54          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
The scope of the juniorate may be said to be moral,
academic, pedagogic, and practical.    Its moral effect may
be judged by the above quotation; academically, its aim is
in the first place to give some broad general culture (or to
develop this for those whose education is already well
advanced); secondly, to establish knowledge upon a philo-
sophic basis;   thirdly, to put the young nun, as far as
possible, in possession of the subjects that go to make up
the content of the junior and middle forms in the school.
Above all, the juniorate is meant to be a time of mental
formation, where intellectual defects may find a remedy.
There, minds given to over-analysis are led to make syn-
thetic judgments ; the superficial are encouraged to pene-
trate below the surface; those wanting in mental initiative
are deterred from seizing upon every passing opinion.
A certain amount of pedagogic training is given by means
of observation, model lessons,  criticism, and study of
educational psychology, while, where possible, the school
textbooks form the basis of the course.    This does not
mean that the work of the nuns in training is not to rise
above schoolgirl level, but that the mastery of the facts to
be taught is considered an element of simple justice.    The
" juniors " are made to collect and to co-ordinate their
facts into a synthetic scheme, to probe the foundations upon
which these facts rest, to trace the connection of cause and
effect, and to consider the best method of presenting the
matter to a child.   In France, and in most Latin countries,
the ideal has always been for the class mistress to take
all the subjects of her form.   In English- and German-
speaking lands it has been found necessary to introduce
the degree of specialisation compatible with wide and
general culture.   It may be appropriate to insert here a
letter showing the opinion of the President of Marygrove